
FINA 5335 Summer 2014 Project 
 
There are a number of perceived obstacles faced by the average firm including taxes, corruption, regulations, access to 
finance, infrastructure, workforce, crime, informality, innovation, and trade as well as intellectual capital – the creative 
and innovative capital derived from the human mind to create wealth, that influence the success of a firms in each region 
and country of the world.  To see these, go to http://www.enterprisesurveys.org/. 
 
The importance of each issue depends on the development level of a particular country.  For example, in the US, Japan 
and Europe taxes and the absolute size of the government sector are cited as a primary cause of stagnant economic 
growth.  On the other hand, crime, infrastructure and corruption are often cited as limitations to growth in undeveloped 
nations.  While the developed world struggles under the weight of too much government, much of the developing world 
would benefit from a more vibrant public sector.   
 
The purpose of this project is to examine your assigned countries to determine those factors that most influence per capita 
GDP Growth.  Each group has been assigned approximately 40 countries with similar per capita GDP’s.   Perform 
analysis and make recommendations as to those obstacles most important to overcome to move from economic failure to 
economic for your subset.  I am particularly interested in the size of the public sector relative to GDP Growth for each 
subset that will allow me to possibly pinpoint an “optimal size” for government relative to the economy as a whole.   
 
Student grades will be a function of the form and content of the written project and peer evaluations.   
1. Saturday May 31:   

Collect a comprehensive listing of information sources for the period 2005-2014 for the assigned countries and 
produce a bibliography of the sources that will be employed for the report.  
 

2. Saturday, June 7 
Provide a brief introduction to the topic being addressed.  In addition, try to write this section in a manner that 
catches the reader’s interest and motivates the reader to read on and learn more about the topic.  

 
3. Saturday, June 14:   

Submit the Methodology section containing the data and quantitative analysis including appropriate tables, charts, 
graphs, and statistical analyses as appropriate.  Outside sources should be referenced to support the analysis.  All 
data should first be put in table form and then in graphical form for comparisons.   
 

4. Saturday, June 21 
Submit Results and Conclusions section that summarizes the important results and draws conclusions based on 
the results including recommendations.   
 

5. Saturday, June 28:   
Submit the completed project including Appendices with all sources referenced in included. 

 

All written projects should be typed (double spaced) in a professional and consistent format at 12 pt times roman font and 
1 inch margins for the body of the text.  Headers and Footers should have ½ inch margins.  Each section should be clearly 
identified with bold faced heading.  Subsections can be identified with an underlined heading.  All pages should be clearly 
numbered and in sequential order.  The text portion of the document should not exceed 10 pages and the entire document 
including references, tables, figures and any other material should not exceed 20 pages.   

Write your presentations as though it were for presentation to a professional entity or association.  Remember to include 
all vital information, but be succinct.  Your job is to summarize the relevant information supporting your 
recommendations.  All sources, data, large charts, etc. must be attached as appendices. 

Grades are assigned based on the execution of the above requirements including but not limited to content, quality of 
analysis, presentation format, spelling and grammar and peer evaluations.   

The more sophisticated your analysis including appropriate methodology, statistical and quantitative analysis, the better 
your ranking in terms of a final grade for the project.   
 


