Research Report Guidelines

The Topic:

The book has hundreds of data communications/networking topics that are discussed.  Through the research, the student is expected to be an expert on a topic.  Your first task is to select a topic of interest to you from the book’s table of contents.  This topic must be broad enough that you can write 15-20 pages of text, but narrow enough that you cover it in-depth rather than having a broad overview of multiple areas.

Write up several sentences summarizing the topic you would like to cover.  Define its scope (for example, if you plan on covering network security for your topic, will you be covering protocols, network software, network hardware, or all of them?).  Only one person may cover a topic – topics will be approved on a first-come-first-served basis – submit your topic through email and I will email you back whether or not the topic is approved.  

The Research Report:

A 15-20 page (it is fine to include up to a maximum of 3 pages worth of pictures/diagrams) double-spaced document plus a title page and bibliography also are required (Total: 17-22 pages).  Although you will learn the basics of the topic from the textbook, this is a research paper and you are expected to go much more in-depth beyond what the textbook covers.  
The report must contain the following headings: 

1) History of General Topic Area (Historically, what developments have led to the current state of technology?)

2) Current State of General Topic Area (Provide an overview of the general topic area)  

3) Description of the Technology (What specifically is the technology you have selected?  Provide an in-depth description of how this technology works.  Evaluate the usefulness of the technology.)

4) Impact on Business/Industry (How is the technology impacting business today?  How might an industry change because of this technology?  In what ways might this technology be used in businesses in the future?  Be creative in describing potential future uses of this technology)

Specifications:

· Text: Must use Times New Roman font – size: 12 point

· Double-spaced

· Include page number at the bottom of each page

· Margins – 1 inch margins on all sides of paper

· On the due date, a paper submission is required in class and the paper must be electronically submitted to turnitin.com to be scanned for plagiarism.

· Must be supported by an adequate number of sources from business or technical journals to convey an understanding of the topic.  There must be a minimum of 6 sources in the bibliography - at least 3 of these sources must be non-Internet sources (i.e., business/technical journal, magazine, newspaper) 

Research Presentation:

Each student will present the project to the class.  
1) Time – 15-20 minutes to complete the presentation (plan to include a minute for questions).  
2) Date – The presentation date will be randomly selected
3) Purpose – Improve communication skills and become more comfortable with public speaking.  
4) Presentations are mandatory
5) You are the expert – cover the general topic area and the specific technology in-depth
6) Two questions concerning content covered in your presentation need to be submitted to your instructor as potential exam questions.
7) A handout (max 2 pages) needs to be distributed to the students in the class – it must contain important information from your presentation and can also include relevant pictures.  
Option #2: Two-person group
-All the same requirements as above except the report needs to be 20-25 pages of text and the presentation needs to be 20-25 minutes.
Research Project Grading

Research Report:
____ Report Content

Comments on report contents: _____________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____ (-2) Times New Roman font – size: 12 point 

____ (-1) Include page number at the bottom of each page

____ (-2) Margins – 1 inch margins on all sides of paper

____ (-4 for each page < 17, -1 for each page > 22) 17-22 pages.  (One page should be a title page.  Then there should be 15-20 pages of text.  Then there should be one page that is the bibliography.)
____ (-5) Used the four specified headings 

____ (up to -15) Grammatical Problems 

____ (-10 per day late) Both paper copy due in class and electronic submission to turnitin.com
____ (-5 for each missing source) Minimum of 6 sources in the bibliography - at least 3 
of these sources must be non-Internet sources (i.e., business/technical journal, 
magazine, newspaper) 

____ ( Report Grade 

Research Presentation:

____ Presentation Content/Quality (15-20 minutes including a minute for questions)
Comments on presentation: _______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

____ (-10 if not presenting on assigned date) Late 

____ (-4) A handout (max 2 pages) needs to be distributed to the students in the class – it must contain important information from your presentation and can also include relevant pictures.  
____ (-5) This is a formal presentation and business attire is required.

____  ( Presentation Grade 
