SHOULD WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY (WVU) BECOME A LEARNING CENTERED INSTITUTION RATHER THAN A PARTY SCHOOL?

Harry Gingold (hgingold@gmail.com)

Recently, we got a fresh reminder about the status of WVU as a party school. See e.g. [1]. There is an academic dark side to this label. Numerous details are spelled out in the comparison study [2]. 
As an example of the dark side I mention, is the story that deals with WVU setting a new low record in the school of Engineering. 

In order to pursue a professional license in engineering that is nationally recognized one must pass a Fundamentals of Engineering (FE) exam. This exam is administered by the (NCEES). Namely, by The National Council of Examiners for Engineering and Surveying. This is a national non-profit organization composed of engineering and surveying licensing boards representing all states and U.S. territories. See [3].
I obtained via the freedom of information act data comparing the success rate of WVU students on the (FE) exams to the success rate of all students in the USA. The information covers the span of years 1996-2007. The table below provides some highlights. 
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Recently, we got a fresh reminder about the status of WVU as a party school. See e.g. [1]. There is an academic dark side to this label. Numerous details are spelled out in the
comparison study [2].
As an example of the dark side I mention, is the story that deals with WVU setting a new low record in the school of Engineering

In order to pursue a professional license in engineering that is nationally recognized one must pass a Fundamentals of Engineering (FE) exam. This exam is administered by the
(NCEES). Namely, by The National Council of Examiners for Engineering and Surveying. This is a national non-profit organization composed of engineering and surveying licensing
boards representing all states and U.S. teritories. See [3].

Iobtained via the freedom of information act data comparing the success rate of WVU students on the (FE) exams to the success rate of all students in the USA. The

information covers the span of years 1996-2007. The table below provides some highlights

Univer
Compared with Students Currently Enrolled in ABET Accredited Engineering Pr

Nat'l

[ [No. Taking | 161] 284] 24.797] 137] 191] 14472 158 217] 13,875 227[18,653
AllMajorsNo. Passing 132 235 20,181 94 131 11912 111 145 11,08 12214082
% Passing  82% 83%  81% 69% 69% 82% 70% 67%  79% 54% 75%

In 1996-1997 there were 161 WVU students taking the (FE) exam. 82% of them succeeded on the (FE) exams. However, in the years 2000-2007, the performance of WVU studeats
looks as if it is falling off a cliff. About half of WVU students succeeded on the (FE) exams and about half failed. In contrast, three quarters of the 18653 students that took the (FE)
exam nationwide succeeded and only a quarter of them failed. The comparison s striking. This rate of failure of WVU students resides within the college of engineering that
encompass numerous students. A careful examination of the data shows a consistent and persistent pattern of deterioration from the year 1996-1997 to the year 2006-2007. Had
there been mandatory tests at the national level in Mathematics, it is my assessment, that a very large % of graduating students at WVU would have failed! Based on my own
continuous testing of students in my calculus courses at WVU, the above statement applies to 2010 as well.

A courageous, honest and open debate about the causes of the degradation of learning and how to reverse the degradation will help WVU live up to its mission statement to deliver a
high quality education. The taspayers of WY, that spend annually, hundreds of millions of dollars on higher education, have the right to know if the undergraduate engineering program
at WVU s delinquent. However, my recent request from WVU, by FOLA, to examine the recent performance of WVU students on the FE exams has been denied. It is worth watching
if the new president of WVU, James P. Clements and the new provost, Michele Wheatly, will embrace new policies that will increase transparency, will respect the rule of law and
will reverse the decline at WVU. My own view is that concealing information is not a confidence instilling measure.

Harry Gingold is a Professor in the Department of Mathematics at WVU. He can be reached via e-mail at: hingold@email.com
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In 1996-1997 there were 161 WVU students taking the (FE) exam. 82% of them succeeded on the (FE) exams. However, in the years 2000-2007, the performance of WVU students looks as if it is falling off a cliff. About half of WVU students succeeded on the (FE) exams and about half failed. In contrast, three quarters of the 18653 students that took the (FE) exam nationwide succeeded and only a quarter of them failed. The comparison is striking. This rate of failure of WVU students resides within the college of engineering that encompass numerous students. A careful examination of the data shows a consistent and persistent pattern of deterioration from the year 1996-1997 to the year 2006-2007. Had there been mandatory tests at the national level in Mathematics, it is my assessment, that a very large % of graduating students at WVU would have failed! Based on my own continuous testing of students in my calculus courses at WVU, the above statement applies to 2010 as well. 
A courageous, honest and open debate about the causes of the degradation of learning and how to reverse the degradation will help WVU live up to its mission statement to deliver a high quality education. The taxpayers of WV, that spend annually, hundreds of millions of dollars on higher education, have the right to know if the undergraduate engineering program at WVU is delinquent. However, my recent request from WVU, by FOIA, to examine the recent performance of WVU students on the FE exams has been denied. It is worth watching if the new president of WVU, James P. Clements and the new provost, Michele Wheatly, will embrace new policies that will increase transparency, will respect the rule of law and will reverse the decline at WVU. My own view is that concealing information is not a confidence instilling measure.
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